
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PRIVATE PHOTOGRAPHIC SAFARI 

 

 
 

Whilst all our guides at Makanyi are very proficient photographers in their own right and excellent at 

teaching guests the best ways to make the most of their camera equipment, there are many guests who 

wish to take their photography to the next level. For this we recommend a Private Photographic Safari. They 

are designed for guests who are looking for the full attention of the photographic tutor to maximize their 

learning and photographic skills in the number of days that have been allocated. 

This is open to and suitable for all levels of photographers, be it first time users or more advanced. 

It consists of one to one training or group (max 4 people) and the photographic tutor not only teaches 

and coaches the client but fulfills the roll of a private guide as well. 

Included in private photographic tuition is the use of a private vehicle which enables you to have maximum 

flexibility for your wishes and convenience. The vehicle is designed to accommodate all the lenses and 

photographic equipment, including supports and bean bags. 

 

2017 RATES 
The daily rate is R 11,000 (commissionable at 20%), and includes a private, specially adapted photographic 

safari vehicle (with guide and tracker), and the professional photographer. Camera equipment is not 

included; this can be rented through our professional photography partner, Hilton Kotze or the website 

(listed at the end of this document). 

 

AFRICA PHOTOGRAPHIC TUTORIAL / TEACHING / DISCUSSION POINTS 
Your Photographic Safari will focus on practical and technical skills both on the game drive and back at the 

lodge. The Professional photographic tutoring comprises of practical on location tuition in a specific 

sighting, giving advice on what shutter speed, ISO and aperture to photograph on, taking the specific 

lighting conditions into account. 

Throughout the photo safari we discuss settings, composition and shooting techniques such as panning, 

backlighting, side lighting and action shots. 

The workshops done at the lodge after brunch consists of various modules. These workshop sessions will 

depend on the knowledge level of the guests. 

 



ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHER 
Hilton Kotze is a dynamic wildlife photographer, with an exceptional passion for Africa and its wildlife. His 

many years of experience in the bush, love of people and his ability to share his knowledge make him a very 

successful and sought – after photographic host. Hilton has had the great fortune to travel to some of the 

most remote and sought after wildlife and photographic destinations in Southern and East Africa where 

these travels have enabled him to capture some of the more special moment’s nature has to offer. Hilton’s 

immediate background is in the Health and Fitness industry: here he uses his love of people, great 

personality and fantastic communication skills to help people from all walks of life to live a better life. It is 

these very attributes that make Hilton a great photographic tutor. His 15 years of knowledge in animal 

behaviour, easy, patient and charismatic personality combined with his wealth of photographic knowledge, 

gives Hilton ability to assist his guests to seize the moment and capture creative, unique and exciting images 

while growing their own passion for nature and photography. Hilton is also very familiar with both major 

brands of equipment, Nikon & Canon, and is able to assist with both. 

 

 

PHOTOGRAPHIC AWARDS 
Hilton’s work has been placed in various national and international photographic competitions such as 

Fuji/Getaway 2006-2010, BBC and Nature’s Best. He has had numerous publications in magazines such as 

Getaway UK press and NY press The Telegraph. He was also awarded the title of overall winner of 

Fuji/Getaway wildlife photographer of the year in 2007, the country’s most prestigious wildlife competition.  

Hilton also has a team of experienced and passionate photographers that work with him to deliver guests 

an amazing photographic experience. 



TYPICAL SCHEDULE 
 

Day 1 

 
 Meet and greet around lunchtime, discuss and plan the days ahead and chat about what equipment 

guests use and what their expectations of the photographic safari are. Equipment can also be rented 

through us if you let us know beforehand what you would like to use. Please have a look at the 

website to see equipment for hire: 

 Africa Photographic Services 

 Head out on afternoon game drive, do practical on site tuition. 

 Get back from game drive meet for drinks and dinner. 

 
Day 2 

 
 Out for morning game drive, again on site tuition while on game drive, and then back for breakfast or 

brunch. 

 Start post processing after breakfast until lunchtime. Guests can take a nap if they wish before 

afternoon game drive; if not can carry on with their post processing workshop. 

 
Days 3 & 4 are repeats of day 2 but the content of the workshop becomes a lot more specific to the cl ient’s 

needs. 

 

At the end of the safari the guests should leave with about 20 – 30 very good images that they have 

taken and processed themselves. 

 
 
 

 

http://www.africaphotographicservices.com/equipment-rentals/


WHAT YOU WILL LEARN 
 

How your camera works 

 
 Various modes av, tv, bulb, p etc and what they do, which are best for wildlife 
 How to set aperture, time value, using the adjustment dials on the camera 
 Setting iOS and understanding when to change 

 Dealing with low light conditions 
 Under and over expose: when and why 
 Composition, rule of thirds 
 Use of histogram and how to read a histogram 

 Set up and use of an external flash 
 Fill flash and high speed sync 

 
How to use light room 

 
 Light room presets and preferences 

 How to import, choose source and destination 
 Use metadata and labelling 
 How to keyword 
 Viewing in library 

 Use of filters for quick selection/deleting etc. 

 Develop module 
 White balance 

 Exposure correction 
 Saturation 
 Sharpening 

 Cropping 
 Heal/clone brush 
 Adjustment brush 
 Graduated filter 

 How to export and choose export destination and settings 
 



MAKANYI LODGE CAMERA RENTAL 

Makanyi Lodge has the following camera for rent at the lodge (Subject to availability) Canon 

7D Body with a 100 - 400mm lens 

 
 

MAKANYI LODGE RENTAL RATES - CHARGED PER DAY 

Body & Lens – R750.00 (For both body & Lens) 

Body – R350.00 (Canon 7D) 

Lens – R450.00 (100-400mm) 

 

 
HILTON KOTZE – PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES & CAMERA RENTAL 

If you are interested in renting any other camera or lens for your stay, or find out more about which camera 

is more suitable for your safari please contact Hilton Kotze at African Photographic Services on the following 

email addresses. 

hilton@africaphotographicservices.co.za 
 

info@africaphotographicservices.co.za 
 
 

Or you can access the online rental site on the following link, prices are subject to change, there will also be a 

delivery/collection fee to/from the lodge. 

 
 

http://www.africaphotographicservices.com/makanyi/ 
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