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Route 62 – the ideal connection between Cape Town and the Garden Route

Leave Cape Town / The Winelands for the Garden Rooute via Route 62 – the Scenic Route. Route 62 was the main route between Cape Town and Port Elizabeth, linking rural communities with those two important harbour towns, until Sir Lowreys Pass was reconstructed to a highway in 1958. Route 62 is a scenic route winding through the most beautiful mountain passes and offers one a Wine Route over its entire length.

Paarl:  So called because of the huge granite rock on the mountain outside the town, which gleams like a pearl in certain lights.  Paarl is one of the three oldest settlements in the country;  a treasure house of architecture is found along the 2km stretch of Main Street, starting at the “Strooidakkerk” (thatched roof church) and followed by picturesque Cape Dutch, Victorian and Georgeian houses.  Take a conducted tour of the massive KWV cellar or visit one of the many wineries in the area.

Worcester:  Capital of the Breede River Valley, the largest of the Western Cape’s three fruit and wine producing valleys.  In Worcester you can visit the Kleinplasie “Living Open Air Museum” and experience life as the pioneers lived in years gone by.  The KWV Brandy Cellar, largest of its kind in the world, offers cellar tours and tasting.

Robertson:  Is famous for the more than 6 000 rose bushes that line the streets, along with jacarandas, oaks and ash trees.  The Robertson Wine Route is the champion white wine region.  Sheilam Cactus Farm on route to Montagu has over 3000 species of succulents and cacti.

Cogman’s Kloof tunnel, with the historical British Fort built atop in 1899 is in an area of magnificent views, panoramic landscapes, towering cliffs, crystal-clear streams, an abundance of trees and indigenous flora.  Passing through the kloof in the 19th century to reach 

Montagu, the river had to be crossed eight times.  Strong teams of horses or oxen were required for the trip as carts and wagons were very often stranded in the kloof.  After the tunnel, was completed in 1877, a decent road was built through the kloof.  Montagu is one of the best preserved late Victorian agricultural villages in the Cape and with its dry, semi-arid climate a place for all seasons.  Enjoy a historical walk through the town, which includes 2 museums, one being famous for its herb collection and herbal remedies and end a perfect day with a bath in the natural Hot Springs.

An exciting 4x4 day trip will introduce you to farming life and flora and fauna of the Little Karoo.

The road between Montagu and Barrydale goes through one of the most fertile fruit growing regions of the Western Cape.

Barrydale, flanked by the Langeberg is a pretty, small village, offering an unrivalled diversity of vegetation and wildlife within 30km radius. The Anna Roux Wildflower Garden lies on the town’s outskirts and the Tradouw Pass with pools and waterfalls is ten minutes away.

Ladismith: Majestic Towerkop, with its split peak, struck by an angry witch, according to local legend, looms above this little town at the foot of the Klein Swartberg Mountains. The area saw the development of the ostrich feather boom and is today the centre of a major farming area.

Calitzdorp: Take a walk down Queens Street, the oldest street in town, with its fine example of Edwardian and Victorian architecture. Visit the three wine cellars on the wine route : Boplaas, Die Krans and the Co-op Cellar, which produce excellent Port and a variety of red, white and dessert wines.

Oudtshoorn, ostrich capital of the world. A stop at one of the Ostrich show farms is an absolute must. If you’re daring enough you can ride an ostrich! The CP Nel Museum with its history of the town and the feather industry is well worth a visit and so are the

Cango Caves, a 30 minutes drive outside the town. 
A spectacular drive over the Outeniqua Pass will take the traveller via George to

Wilderness and the Garden Route.
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