There are few things more satisfying than
settling down in a tent, with just the thickness
of canvas between you and Africa and hearing
the grunt of lions not that far away, the
rumbles of elephants or a lonesome hyena
calling just to make contact.
After 35 years of filming big cats, I remember these
moments with a great sense of romance and nostalgia
because they were authentic and uncluttered. My
mind wanders to these filming days where Beverly
and I were either sleeping in our vehicle or under a
tree. We bought tents later! On this Expedition, I do
not expect you to do that, but it is the connection to
nature that most captivated us and made us get lost in
the essence of what Africa truly offers explorers, and
this is what I want to share with you.
The idea behind the Great Plains Expeditions in
Botswana is to help us, as we travel up the Selinda
Spillway through the highest density of elephants
globally (something we showed in our film, The Soul
of the Elephant), attempt to survey them regularly. We
overnight in the bush as we get into Selinda Reserve
and then drive slowly along the Selinda Spillway's
winding channels, exploring some of Africa's most
incredible buffalo and elephant concentrations. We
often see wild dogs, lions and cheetah here.
This area is one of the most remote places in northern
Botswana, a land that most people only see from
7500 feet above the ground as they air transfer from
camp to camp. But, here, the smell of the earth and
vegetation, the calls and the sights of almost forgotten
days of authentic wildness still exist.

The following days cut through what has to now the
best, or even final, large concentrations of sable and
roan antelope left in Botswana, and this is before we
really come across large elephant herds that can easily
number between 50 and 300 in a herd. The Great
Plains Expeditions - Botswana experience includes
three overnight camps. At the 2nd camp, we spend
two nights because there are both excellent walking
and canoeing (water levels permitting) opportunities
from here.
In the spirit of a genuine expedition, we aim to involve
our guests in data collection as we drive this crosssection of the private Selinda Reserve. We have
spot pattern analysis tools and software for leopard
and wild dog identification. We would definitely be
assembling data on pangolins, a collection of four
species, together with elephants, being targeted by
poachers across Africa and Asia. We need eyes on the
ground, and for too long, there has just not been the
opportunity for travellers to assist in data collection
on a meaningful basis. So our new Great Plains
Expeditions brand has been launched to fill that gap
and help us fill in the points to add to our scientific
understanding for future conservation.
We are going back to the style of old traditional
expedition safaris, reminiscent of the Out of Africa
days, where you made a trip to Africa to explore and
collect data and enhance the world's knowledge. We
are looking for a similar opportunity for you in Kenya
and Zimbabwe, because a more immersive dive into
what makes complex ecosystems work is necessary
now and will add the authenticity we try to deliver.
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CAMP AND EXPEDITIONS EXPERIENCE AND ACTIVITIES
Each Expeditions departure will have the opportunity for driving, photography, guided tracking walks,
sleeping and dining out under the stars, and canoeing or being poled along in dugouts (mekoro) in
the Okavango Delta’s channels.
The two extremes of the Selinda Spillway, one near the Okavango Delta, the other joining the Linyanti
River, provides two vastly different wildlife and natural experiences. Imagine waterlilies, crocodiles
and crystal clear water with thousands of lechwe antelope on one side of the Expedition. Over
the next two days, you are exploring a drier wilderness saddle dominated in large part with large
concentrations of elephants on the search for water. On your last day, you arrive at the point where
the water flows two ways and mixes, from the eastern Linyanti River and the Selinda Spillway to the
west.
Max number of guests on each Expeditions departure is limited to 8 guests in 4 tents, with only
four guests per vehicle unless a family is travelling together: You’ll want the space for expedition
equipment.
We are working on data collection for now and selecting scientific institutes to associate with that
data’s analytics. We would like to share that collected data too with you in time.
Telephone:

+27 (0) 87 354 6591

Facsimile:

+27 (0) 21 701 1073

After Hours Emergency:

+27 (0) 79 284 5945

Email:

reservations@greatplainsconservation.com

Website:

www.greatplainsconservation.com

Total Number of Bedrooms:

4 Tents with two single beds in each. Pilots tent available.

Type of Lodge:

Safari Camp

Lodge Season & Opening:

1st June to 30th October

Length of stay

4 Nights - a combination of 3 camps in 3 separate locations
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GEOGRAPHY
CAMP LOCATION:
• There are multiple locations for the camps
in the private Selinda Reserve;
• The Great Plains Expeditions - Botswana
experience is a mobile 4-night safari where
guests explore the western and central
regions of the private Selinda Reserve with
accommodation provided in three iconic
locations;
• There are 2 set departure routings for Great
Plains Expeditions - Botswana experience.
The eastbound expedition departs from
Duba Explorers Camp and ends at the
Selinda airstrip. The westbound expedition
starts from Selinda Explorers Camp and
ends at the airstrip that services Duba
Explorers Camp.
ACCESS DIRECTIONS
• Scheduled light aircraft transfer to the
nearest airstrip, depending on the direction
of the Expeditions' departure that has been
reserved for the guests. Our safari designers
will reconfirm the exact airstrip at the time of
confirmation.
TENT DETAILS
BEDROOM
• En-suite safari tents on the ground.
Classic in style
• Bedroom area 4m x 3m, bathroom 3m x 2m
and veranda 3m x 2m
• Either twin or double bed configuration
• Power in rooms to supply lights and fan
• Two chairs and a small table on the veranda

BATHROOM
• En-suite flush loo in bathroom and
bucket shower
• Basin and jugs of water, hot water provided
on demand
• Power system does not supply hairdryers,
shavers or any high wattage device
TEMPERATURE CONTROL
• Fan in bedrooms
MOSQUITO NETS
• Fly netting on all tent sides.
FOOD & DRINK
• All meals included;
• All drinks and beverages are included,
including local spirits and wines;
• Light breakfast before going out on activities,
brunch just before midday and hearty dinner
in the evening. Packed lunches can be
arranged.
USUAL BOARD BASIS
• Full board including all meals, scheduled
wildlife viewing activities, alcoholic and
non-alcoholic beverages .
DINING STYLE
• Group meals.
DINING LOCATIONS
• Indoor and outdoor.
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ROOM SERVICE
• No.
LAUNDRY
• Not available.
CENTRAL FACILITIES/ COMMON AREAS
• Central lounge and dining room;
• Coffee/tea station;
• Outdoor fire area with seating;
• Charging station for cameras and phones in
the central area – highly recommended to
bring additional spare batteries to use.
PRIVATE VEHICLE
• Not available;
• Guests can reserve a departure on an
exclusive use basis, regardless of the number
of guests in the party. Particulars around
securing a departure on an exclusive use basis
will be confirmed at the time of enquiry by
our safari designers.
CHILDREN
• We look forward to having children stay with
us who are 12 years and older.

POWER & COMMUNICATIONS
SOURCE
• A small mobile solar unit powers the camp;
• This system produces 240V, 24-hour
electricity to the tents and main area;
• The power system does not allow hairdryers,
shavers or any high-wattage device. No plug
points in tents.
INTERNET & MOBILE
• Not available.
HEALTH & SAFETY
MALARIA
• Minimal – Malaria prophylaxis is
recommended if guests are concerned.
MEDICAL CARE
• Guests must hold comprehensive medical
insurance and emergency evacuation
insurance;
• Senior staff all has first aid training;
• The nearest decent medical facility is in
Maun. Next is Gaborone in Botswana's capital
and no more than 3 hours away from Maun,
at the Milpark Facility in Johannesburg, the
finest in Africa.
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RISK OF DANGEROUS ANIMALS
• Medium – it is a high-density predator area,
and there are times where guests will be
either on foot or in canoes and dugout
canoes (mokoros);
• The Expedition is a professionally guided
experience at all times.
SECURITY MEASURES
• None. There are no populations nearby and
no uninvited guests.
• Your guide is armed for walking and water
based activities
ACCEPTED PAYMENT ON LOCATION
• Staff gratuities can be paid in Botswana Pula,
South African Rands, US Dollars (2004 bills
or later only) or GB Pounds;
THE TEAM
LODGE OWNERS
Great Plains Conservation.
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SELINDA EXPLORERS CAMP
SELINDA CAMP / SELINDA SUITE

NIGHT 4
ZARAFA CAMP / ZARAFA DHOW SUITE

NIGHT 2 & 3

NIGHT 1

BOT S WAN A
DUBA EXPLORERS CAMP

DUBA PLAINS CAMP / DUBA PLAINS SUITE

MOREMI GAME RESERVE

GREAT PLAINS CONSERVATION
QUICK CAMP FACTS

ACTIVITY

ZARAFA CAMP &
ZARAFA DHOW SUITE

SELINDA CAMP &
SELINDA SUITE

DUBA PLAINS &
DUBA SUITE

DUBA
EXPLORERS

SELINDA
EXPLORERS

EXPEDITIONS

XIGERA

Day Drives

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Night Drives

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Guided Walks

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Boating

#

#

#

Mekoro

#

Canoeing

#

Main Swimming Pool
Private Swimming Pools

#

#

•

Cultural Interaction

•

•

*

*

#

#

•

•

•

*

*

*

Spa/Massage

*

*

*

*

Gym

•

»

»

»

»

Fishing (Seasonal)

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

(*) This activity is available for an additional fee | (#) This activity is water level dependent | (») No gym available, but light weights, yoga mats and stationery bike on decks of guest suites
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